Anybody Want to Grow Up to be President?

By Dorothy Rich

There was a once fond wish among parents that our wonderful children would have the opportunity to become president of the United States.  This week even I have taken a poll … from the east to the west across the land. I asked teachers to check with their students: “How would you like to be President?”  

The answers varied from the straightout ‘Nope” to heartfelt dreams of becoming veterinarians, athletes, ballerinas, singers, and I am proud to report: teachers.   Some children said they wanted to be president of the college fraternity. Almost everybody wanted to be a celebrity.   

 Newspaper reading is way down and so is book reading.  Children, even high schoolers, know more abut Britney than they do about Iraq.  When it comes to understanding our government, I blame these three  “too littles” and one “too much.”

· Too little current events and social studies in schools: Where are the

current events clubs when we really need them?

· Too little respect for the office of the president: These have been hard

times for national pride.
· Too little willingness to work hard.   Many students see the President as having too hard a job. Two boys, 10 and 7, told me that they wouldn’t want to be President because they would have to write speeches all the time. Little do they know that other people write them.  In fact, little do they (and many students) really know about what it means to be President.  
· Too much disparate facts about government and lists of the Presidents.  Civics is rarely taught in the early grades when it could make an impressive difference for students; and cynicism about government abounds in the upper grades.
What to do?  For one thing, let’s get those current events clubs going again in the elementary grades.    Are we afraid that our children will be stigmatized by learning about war and famine and all other crimes of the world?   Maybe, but the only way to fight these crimes and to ensure that there is a possibility of reducing violence is to face it and talk about ways that it can be reduced.

Let’s get the family table conversations going about the elections, about the issues, about what it means to be a citizen in a democracy.

Let’s empower our children with responsibilities as well as rights.  How can we work together to make our house a better place to live in? Our neighborhood? Our town? Our city?  Even the world?

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg recently revealed that her granddaughter did want to be president, not of the US, but of the world.
Heroic ideas and goals start at home.  The United States continues to be the place where these have the greatest opportunity to come true.  The current roster of candidates, Democratic and Republican, tell us over and over about their childhoods and how their parents and their communities fostered their desires to rise high, to be President.

Have we told our kids of our hopes that they will be one day be President. When we do, are we laughed out of the room?    We might be, but we have take that risk and have that hope and instill it within our children.  

There is always so much talk about our children, our future. Well, those futures are sitting in front of us everyday.  Not every child we instill with the wish and goal to be President will become one. Yet, these are the same young people who will become our teachers and our doctors, our plumbers, our nurses, our carpenters.  We need them to be as fine as possible and high minded in whatever field they enter.  

Emerging from child to adult is a long process.  We can put our children the right road by asking:  “Who here wants to be President?”
____________

ABOUT THE WRITER

Dr. Dorothy Rich, developer of MegaSkills® Teacher Training Programs, in over 4000 schools nationally is the author of MegaSkills:   Building Children’s Achievement for the Information Age, founder of the nonprofit Home and School Institute and former member of the National Assessment Governing Board.  She can be reached at www.MegaSkills.org.
© Dorothy Rich 2008
